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MONROE — The Conte family has a
recipe for success. Since 1964, they
have owned and operated Detroit
Beach Restaurant and Pizzeria, 
located at 2630 Grand Blvd.

A banner above the door 
announces their celebration of 60
years with the word, “Grazie.” In 
Italian, it means “thank you.”

As you enter the modest eatery, it’s
like taking a step back in time. The
vintage-style pizza parlor offers a retro
ambiance. The Conte family is known
for their pizzas, homemade Italian
pastas, sauces, soups and bread.

Pete and Rita Conte started their
Monroe business where they lived and
raised their children - Joseph, Silverio,
Fred, Mary and Suzette.

Celebrating 60 years 
Peter Conte adds cheese to homemade gnocchi. Peter and his wife, Erica, are third generation owners of
Detroit Beach Restaurant and Pizzeria. REESE BOWLING/MONROE NEWS

Detroit Beach Restaurant and Pizzeria
is the Conte family’s recipe for success
Lisa Vidaurri Bowling
The Monroe News | USA TODAY NETWORK

Since 1964, the Conte family has
owned and operated Detroit Beach
Restaurant and Pizzeria, located at
2630 Grand Blvd. in Monroe.
PROVIDED BY PETER CONTESee 60 YEARS, Page 3A

CARLETON — A bigger and hopefully drier 
Cruisin’ for a Cause is set for Saturday in downtown
Carleton. 

Offerings include a classic car show, vehicle 
parade, fireworks, at least 33 vendors, food and live
music. 

The annual cruise is a fundraiser with a 
different benefactor each year. 

This time, proceeds will help the Carleton 
Beautification Committee purchase new Christmas
lights. 

Last year’s cruise was marred by inclement
weather.

“We are hoping this one is better than last year,”
Darlene Fante said. “Last year, we had to move the
event to the next day due to inclement weather,
which affected attendance somewhat. But we still
had a great turnout. It gets bigger every year.”

Fante and Lena Kaczmarek are among the event’s
organizers.

Hundreds expected at car show, parade

“We expect an increase in (car show) attendance,”
Fante said. “Last year we had hundreds of cars in 
attendance, with many participating in the parade.”

Car show registration begins at 9 a.m. in front of
Grafton Tavern, 12615 Grafton Road. 

The registration fee is $5, which includes a dash
plaque. 

Vehicles can be classic and muscle cars, pickup
trucks, rat rods and special interest vehicles. 

Cash prizes and gift cards will be awarded.
The car parade begins at 1 p.m. Cars will line-up

behind Grafton Tavern at 12:30 p.m.
The Airport High School marching band will again

participate in the parade.
“The parade is huge with all the cars, bands and so

many of our community in it,” Fante said.

Vehicles, vendors
and fireworks
planned Saturday
in Carleton
Suzanne Nolan Wisler
The Monroe News | USA TODAY NETWORK

Some of the cars from 2023’s Crusin’ for a Cause 
are shown. The Carleton Hotel is pictured in the
background. This year’s cruise is Saturday.
PROVIDED BY DARLENE FANTE

See FUNDRAISER, Page 3A

Three Monroe businesses, TWB Company LLC,
Trailer Connection LLC, and Advanced Heat Treat
Corporation, were recently awarded funding from
Michigan’s Going PRO Talent Fund according to a 
recent release. With these funds, they’ll be able to
train new employees and help current ones with their
growth and development.

TWB, which received $72,390 to train 42 workers,
will be putting its money into tech training, teaching
their employees to operate robots used in the
workplace.

“Being able to provide those trainings for our team
members is huge,” said senior HR generalist Ashleigh
Glass-Cooper. “And so it helps us to continue to be
competitive, continue to be innovative, and really,
you know, do great things as an organization and
learn great skills as individuals in that organization.”

Trailer Connection, which received $46,690 to
train 25 workers, is putting the money towards a 
mentoring program and getting their mechanics state
certification. The goal of the mentorship program,
which according to marketing director Heather 
Vavrina will likely begin in January, will be to pair new
younger employees with experienced mechanics to
get on-the-job training.

“It kind of gives the older guys a sense of pride and
the younger guys seem pretty energetic,” said Bill 
Vavrina, Trailer Connection’s owner.

The state certifications they’re training for will be
in multiple disciplines, such as forklift operation
safety and advanced diagnostic tools.

Advanced Heating Treat, which received $12,460
for seven workers, will focus on developing supervisors
and technicians. Whether they require soft or technical
skills, the focus will be on individual growth and 

Funding helps businesses train employees
Connor Veenstra
The Monroe News | USA TODAY NETWORK

See TRAINING, Page 3A

WERE YOU OR A LOVED ONE 
AT CAMP LEJEUNE 

BETWEEN 1953 AND 1987?

CALL TODAY TO SEE IF YOU ARE ELIGIBLE

734-410-4622

Deadline To File: 

August 10, 2024

If you’ve been rejected before, your 
injury may qualify under new criteria.

- Call before 

the deadline expires.


